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July 31,2007

Ken Fleck, Manager of Geology and Environmental Affairs
Energy West Mining Company
P.O. Box 310
Huntington, Utah 84528

Re: Phase I Bond Release Approval - 9th East Portal. PacifiCorp. Deer Creek Mine. C/015/0018. Task
#2755

Dear Mr. Fleck:

Phase I bond release at the 9ft East Portal at the Deer Creek Mine is approved for 0.6 acres. No
bond reduction is associated with this bond release. The current bond held for the Deer Creek Mine is

$4,1 13,000 and is sufficient to ensure environmental monitoring and reclamation success through Phase
III for all the remaining affected and reclaimed acreage at this mine.

OSM concurred with the Division's findings and recommendation for this Phase I bond release
by tlie OSM letter received on July 31,2007 .

If you have any questions, please callme, or Pamela Grubaugh-Littig at (801) 538-5268.

Lp4-
hn R. Baza I
lrector

Enclosure
cc: Emery County Planning (Certified Mail)

Jim Kohler, BLM
Alice Carlton. USFS
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING
Reclamailon and Enforccmcnt

P.O. Box 46667
Denver, Colorado 80201 -6667

June 27 ,2Q07

John R. Baza, P.8., Director
Dryartme,nt of Natural Resouces
Division of Oil, Oas, aud lvlining
1594 Wcst North Tcmple
Suite 1210, PO Box 145801
Salt Lake Cify, UT 84114-SB0t

RE: PacxfiCorp, Deer Creek Mlng utah Perrmtt No. c/0ls/0018,
OGIVI Phase I Bond Release Dedslon Document

Deu lvfr. Baea,

This letter aclcnowledges the Offica of Srrface Mining (OSI\O, Westem Region (WR),
Denvsr Field Division's (DFD) reoeipt and review of the above Phase I Bond Rolease
State Decision Docmle,nt (deoision) dated June 7,2007. That desisioa includes the
June 7,2007 , teohnical analpis prepared by the Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining
(OGM). DFD a8trees witl the findings i:r the decision and hereby provides OSM
oonowrence for this bond release action in accordance with 30 CER 740.15 (d) (3), and
30 cFR g&sa,Artiole fK, of the State-Federal cooperative Agree,menl

A thorough summsry of the ope,rational and reclamation history of the mine is accr:rately
capfured in the OGM decision The required publig gov€mmuotut agenciosn Eod
landowner uotifieations of the bond release application were provided by the permittee
and are dopunented in the bond release application and urbsequont conespondence. No
publio oomments concerning fti.s bond rclease applioation are disorssed in the OGM
findings doqurents,

The bond release inqpeotion notifications provided by OGM are dosumented either in the
decision, the inspection roport for flre bond release inspection conduoted by OGM on
May 7,2007 or related correspondence. OSM the Bureau of Land Manage,ment @LM),
theUnites Stites Forest Service (USFS), the Utah Division of 'Wildlifo 

Rlsourcee
(tlDSR), the Emery County Lands CormoiL and adjaceot laudowners were notified of
the bond rclease inspeotion,

)
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Desr Cleek Mqe. Phaso I Bond foloasc. uef?

Tbe BIJvI, USFS, md OSM partioipated with OGM and the pe,mittee in the bond
release inqreotion. The surface land (0,60 acre) is owned aad managed by the USFS.
No problcuur or iszues w€ro idcntified furing the bond release rnspeotion, Ground
conilitions w€tre clry tbroughout the areas inqpected and there wffe no signs of receert
srnfacc water runoff. TWo prc-law wagotr mine portals whioh wffe not used post
SMCR.{ and 3 palaw vontilation portals that wero r:sod post SMCRA werersclaimcd
in this arCIa. The 3 post SMCRA portals were permanently sealed in 1990 (double block
seals), and final rocJamation baolcfilling was completed sn all 5 portals aud the associated
accoss road in 1999 accordiqg to MSIIA requirements (portals baskfilledzs feet in from
the surface), Redamation was completed in accordancc with the qproved mine plan. The
0.60 aee subjeot to this Pbase I releaso regnest and adjacerf teas arc becoming well
vegetated and no erosiou was wident on fhe arcas backfilled. No highwalls remflin" 

.
OSM has revievved'the OGM stato decisiou dosun€nt, Nday 7,20A7 bond rel.oase
inspeotionreport, and technioal analysis notcd above. Phase Ibond release is requested
for 0.60 agre. No bond redustion was requested by the permittee.

The OGM tee,hnioal analynis inchrding analysis of the completed baddlling and grading
plan, hydrologio balgnce protection, and surface water runofr coatol has detecmined that
&e dte is stablc with reqpect to erosion ssd is not contibutiag atry suspeoded solids
above baokgrourd levels to surfaco wats nrnoff outside the permit are& OSM finds that
Phase I bond releasc critcria have been met or exceeded by the per:nittee on tbe 0.60 acte
proposed for release.

BLM and the USFS havo consrrred with the OGM proposed decision. The BLM
concunenoe letter i$ ilated May 9, 2007 ; and an e-mail from the USFS to OGM dated
Ivlay 15,2007 senres as the USFS writen consurrenoo for this release reguest.

No other fedffal, stato, or local goverriment agenci€s are required to grovide a writen
eonsurr€npe fu this bond release action; and no Tsritt€o comments on this boud release
action from the publi% gove,rnmental agencies, affect€d srrfaoe landownero, or adjaccot
Iandovnrers are discusscd by OGM in fteir findingn or technioal analysis,

OGM's decision document dernonstrates the applicantos complianoe with the Utah
approved rogulatory program at Rule R545-301-800, Boruling md Insuranoo. Phsse I
bood release crit*ia fountl i:r the above regulatory provision(s) have beeq met on
occeccled by the perroittee.
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As noted above, this Phase I bond rolease applies to 0.60 asxe ofredaimed distrrbance
and the permiuee has not reErcstcd tho release of any monies associated with this
aaroage. The remaining bond amount of $4,113,000 is strfficiedrt to en$re environmental
monitoriug and rcolamation success throueb Phase Itr for all the reneaining affeoted and
reclaimed acrcage at this mine.

OSM concttrs with the OGM Phase I bond releaso decision as docurnontod abovo.

Thank you and your stafffor this federal f*4, bonil rolease througb the
DFD. Please direst aqy questions coocerning this action to Henry Austi& Senior
Reolmation Sposiatist, at haus$n@osue.gov or to (303) 84+1#10 x1446,

Sinoerely,

)r**r MG
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Jmes. F. Fulton, frief
Denver Field Division

Cc: PacifiCorp
BLlvI, Salt l-akc City, IrT
USFS, kice, UT

)


